University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

9-26-1965

"The Big North" by J. B. Armstrong
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, ""The Big North" by J. B. Armstrong"
(1965). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 1676.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/1676

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

Dwyer

9-23-65
FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

The appearance of "The Big North," J. B. Armstrong’s authentic account of
cowboy life at the turn of the century, signals a publishing event of interest to
collectors of Western Americana.
"The Big North" is the second book in a projected trilogy launched in June
1964 with the publication of "The Raw Edge."

Like the first book, "The Big North"

is fashioned from Armstrong’s tape-recorded reminiscences, transcribed and edited
by his son-in-law and daughter, Dr. and Mrs. Harold Tascher of Missoula.
The book is illustrated by Gary Schildt of Hungry Horse.

It contains a

foreword by Michael Kennedy, director of the Montana Historical Society, and intro
ductory material by the Taschers.

In the latter, Dr. Tascher, professor of social

welfare at the University of Montana, describes the experimental "oral history"
method he and his wife developed to get Armstrong’s story on paper.
That story, Mrs. Tascher writes, "is the story of a cowboy and how he really
lived, dressed, worked and played; of the nesters (small ranchers) and the honyoks
(homesteaders from the East), and how the lives of these people were linked with
the big cattle outfits."
The first part of the book, titled "Cowboy Kids," is about the making of a
cowboy.

It shows what it was like to be a cowboy - and what it meant.

kid was tutored on the open range, not in a classroom.

The cowboy

He learned his lessons from

the hills, the wind, the sun, cow ponies and longhorn cattle.
£

(more)
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The Big North," page two

In the second section of the book, Armstrong recounts his life as a cowpuncher
on the Mill Iron, operated by one of the big American cattle syndicates.

The Mill

Iron, headquartered on Box Elder Creek in what is now Carter County, Montana, ran
80,000 head of cattle.
doomed by the

When Armstrong worked for the outfit in 1907, it was already

1906 Homestead Act that spelled the end of the open range.

By 1912,

the syndicates had shipped out the last of their big herds from Montana, and an
era had come to a close.
That era comes alive in "The Big North."
drives, the bunkhouses.
and other cowboy skills.

Here are the roundups, the cattle

Here are descriptions of riding and roping and branding
Here, too, are the ways a cowboy spent his scant leisure

time - wrestling, riding bucking broncs, playing mumble-de-peg, going to dances
at a rancher's home or a schoolhouse.
Life was a lark - but it was also real and earnest.
do.

Every man had a job to

There was the wrangler, who tended the horses and did odd chores; the hawk,

who herded at night; the cook, whose chuck wagon was as spotless as any house
wife's kitchen, and, of course, the cowboy.
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